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(57) ABSTRACT

A process cartridge, which includes a developing cartridge
and a photosensitive cartridge for use with an image forming
apparatus including a driving force output part and a feeding
part, is provided. The developing cartridge includes a devel-
oper carrier, a first electrode provided at one side thereof, and
a driving force receiving part provided at another side thereof
and aligned with the first electrode such that the driving force
receiving part overlaps the first electrode in a side view. The
photosensitive cartridge, to which the developing cartridge is
removably mounted, includes a photosensitive member, and a
second electrode that contacts the first electrode when the
developing cartridge is mounted in the photosensitive car-
tridge and that contacts the feeding part when the photosen-
sitive cartridge is mounted in the image forming apparatus.
The first electrode is pressed toward the driving force receiv-
ing part by contact with the second electrode.

15 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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1
DEVELOPING CARTRIDGE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of prior U.S. application
Ser. No. 13/906,679, filed May 31, 2013, which is a continu-
ation of prior U.S. application Ser. No. 13/603,570, filed Sep.
5, 2012 (now U.S. Pat. No. 8,463,153, issued Jun. 11, 2013),
which is a continuation of prior U.S. application Ser. No.
13/396,162, filed Feb. 14,2012 (now U.S. Pat. No. 8,280,273,
issued Oct. 2, 2012), which is a continuation of prior U.S.
application Ser. No. 12/340,956 filed Dec. 22, 2008 (now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,135,300, issued Mar. 3, 2012), which claims
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2007-340755
filed on Dec. 28, 2007, the entire subject matter of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Aspects the present invention relate to an image forming
apparatus, a process cartridge removably mounted to the
image forming apparatus and a developing cartridge remov-
ably mounted to the process cartridge.

BACKGROUND

There has been proposed a printer that prints an image
electrophotographically, in which a process cartridge is
removably mounted. The process cartridge includes a devel-
oping cartridge having a developing roller and a photosensi-
tive cartridge to which the developing cartridge is removably
mounted and which has a photosensitive drum.

In the related art printer, a developing bias is applied to the
developing roller when forming an image.

For example, JP-A-2007-108691 describes a related art
printer including a developing cartridge that is mounted to a
process cartridge. When the cartridges are mounted to each
other, a body side feeding member provided on a body of the
process cartridge comes into contact with a conductive mem-
ber on the developing cartridge. The conductive member is
connected to the developing roller shaft. Thus, a developing
bias is applied to the developing roller shaft from the body
side feeding member.

The related art process cartridge of the related art printer,
described above, has some disadvantages. For example, when
the developing cartridge is mounted to the related art process
cartridge, the body side feeding member provided on the
body housing of the related art process cartridge needs to be
brought into contact with the conductive member provided on
the developing cartridge.

Thus, there is imposed a limitation on the body housing in
relation to the layout of the body side feeding member and the
conductive member which enables a contact therebetween. In
addition, there is also imposed a limitation on the developing
cartridge in relation to the layout of the conductive member
and the body side feeding member which enables a contact
therebetween. As a result, there is a disadvantage in that a
large limitation is imposed on the layout of components.

SUMMARY

Tlustrative aspects of the invention provide a process car-
tridge which can reduce the limitation imposed with respect
to layout of components for application of a bias, so as to
enable the application of a bias in a simple, easy and ensured
manner. [lustrative aspects of the invention also provide an
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2

image forming apparatus to which the process cartridge is
mounted and a developing cartridge that is removably
mounted to the process cartridge.

According to a first illustrative aspect of the invention,
there is provided a process cartridge for use with an image
forming apparatus which comprises a driving force output
part and a feeding part, the process cartridge comprising: a
developing cartridge comprising: a developer carrier; a first
electrode, which is provided at one side of the developing
cartridge and extends in a first direction that is parallel to an
axis of the developer carrier, and to which a bias is applied;
and a driving force receiving part that is provided at another
side of the developing cartridge and aligned with the first
electrode such that the driving force receiving part overlaps
the first electrode when viewed from a side of the developing
cartridge; and a photosensitive cartridge to which the devel-
oping cartridge is removably mounted, and which is remov-
ably mounted within the image forming apparatus, the pho-
tosensitive cartridge comprising: a photosensitive member;
and a second electrode that is positioned to contact the first
electrode when the developing cartridge is mounted in the
photosensitive cartridge, and to contact the feeding part when
the photosensitive cartridge is mounted in the image forming
apparatus, wherein the developing cartridge receives a driv-
ing force from the driving force output part to drive the
developer carrier, and wherein the first electrode is pressed
toward the driving force receiving part by contact with the
second electrode. Incidentally, the first electrode may transfer
the bias to the developer carrier.

According to a second illustrative aspect of the invention,
there is provided an image forming apparatus comprising: an
image forming apparatus main body; a driving force output
part; a feeding part; and the process cartridge according to the
first illustrative aspect.

According to a third illustrative aspect of the invention,
there is provided a developing cartridge comprising: a devel-
oper carrier; a frame that accommodates the developer carrier
and comprises a reinforcement member; an electrode that is
provided on the frame on one side of the developing cartridge
and extends in a first direction that is parallel to an axis of the
developer carrier, the electrode for applying a bias to the
developer carrier; and a driving force receiving part provided
on the frame at another side of the developing cartridge for
receiving a driving force to drive the developer carrier,
wherein the electrode, the driving force receiving part, and
the reinforcement member are aligned to overlap each other
when viewed from a side of the developing cartridge.

According to the first illustrative aspect of the invention,
the relay electrode is provided on the photosensitive car-
tridge. According thereto, when the developing cartridge is
mounted to the photosensitive cartridge, the bias electrode is
brought into contact with the relay electrode, while when the
process cartridge is mounted to the image forming apparatus,
the feeding part is brought into contact with the relay elec-
trode, whereby feeding from the feeding part to the bias
electrode is implemented via the relay electrode.

In addition, in the relative arrangement between the bias
electrode of the developing cartridge and the feeding part of
the image forming apparatus main body, even though the bias
electrode and the feeding part are disposed freely with no
relation therebetween, in the event that the relay electrode of
the photosensitive cartridge is disposed in such a manner as to
be brought into contact with both the bias electrode and the
feeding part, feeding from the feeding part to the bias elec-
trode can be implemented via the relay electrode.

According thereto, the limitation can be mitigated which
would otherwise be imposed on the developing cartridge in



US 9,092,003 B2

3

relation to the layout of the bias electrode, and furthermore,
the limitation can also be mitigated which would otherwise be
imposed on the image forming apparatus in relation to the lay
out of the feeding part which is disposed therein. As a result,
the limitation can be mitigated which would otherwise be
imposed on the whole image forming apparatus in relation to
the layout of the components.

In addition, since the bias electrode can be disposed in any
way, in the first illustrative aspect of the invention, the bias
electrode and the driving force receiving part are disposed in
such a manner as to overlap each other when they are pro-
jected in a first direction.

Accordingly, the developing cartridge can be positioned
with good balance relative to the photosensitive cartridge in
the first direction.

In the first illustrative aspect of the invention, the bias
electrode is configured to be pressed toward a driving force
receiving part side in the first direction by contact with the
relay electrode.

According thereto, even though the driving force receiving
part receives a driving force from the driving force output
part, the developing cartridge can be positioned stably rela-
tive to the photosensitive cartridge using the pressure applied
to the bias electrode by the relay electrode. Furthermore, not
only can stable feeding be implemented from the relay elec-
trode to the bias electrode but also the driving force from the
driving force output part can more surely be received by the
driving force receiving part.

According to the second illustrative aspect of the invention,
in the image forming apparatus, the limitation imposed
thereon in relation to the layout of the feeding part can be
mitigated. Accordingly, the limitation imposed on the whole
image forming apparatus in relation to the layout of the com-
ponents can be mitigated.

In addition, the developing cartridge can be positioned in a
stable manner relative to the photosensitive cartridge. Fur-
ther, it is possible to feed from the relay electrode to the bias
electrode in a more stable manner. Moreover, the driving
force receiving part can receive the driving force from the
driving force output part in a more ensured manner. Accord-
ing thereto, a stable image forming can be attained.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 a side sectional view showing an image forming
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a process cartridge of FIG.
1 as viewed obliquely from a right front direction;

FIG. 3 is aplan view of the process cartridge of FIG. 2 with
an upper wall of a drum cartridge removed;

FIG. 4 is a right side view of the process cartridge of FIG.
2;

FIG. 5 is a left side view of the process cartridge of FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a drum cartridge of the
process cartridge of FIG. 2 as viewed obliquely from a right
front direction;

FIG. 7A is an enlarged view of the drum cartridge of FIG.
6 showing an external electrode, and FIG. 7B shows connect-
ing portions of the external electrode of FIG. 7A;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the drum cartridge of FIG.
7A as viewed obliquely from a left top direction;

FIG.9isaperspective view of a developing cartridge of the
process cartridge of FIG. 2 as viewed obliquely from a right
front direction;

FIG. 10 is a right side view of the developing cartridge of
FIG. 9;
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FIG. 11 is a left side view of the developing cartridge of
FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is a vertical sectional view of the developing car-
tridge of FIG. 9;

FIG. 13 is a bottom view of the developing cartridge of
FIG. 9; and

FIG. 14 is a bottom view of the developing cartridge of
FIG. 9, in which the developing cartridge contacts with a
relay electrode.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

1. Exemplary Embodiments

Exemplary embodiments of the invention will now be
described with reference to the drawings.

(Image Forming Apparatus)

FIG. 1 is a side sectional view showing an image forming
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment of the
invention. Note that, in the following description, when direc-
tions are mentioned, the directions refer to directions indi-
cated by arrows in each of the accompanying drawings. In
addition, a right-left direction and a width direction denote
the same direction.

A color printer is one example of the image forming appa-
ratus 1. As shown in FIG. 1, four photosensitive drums 3,
which are an example of a photosensitive member, are dis-
posed in parallel along a front-back direction within a body
casing 2, which is an example of an image forming apparatus
main body, of the image forming apparatus 1.

Hereinafter, the four photosensitive drums 3 will be distin-
guished from one another as a photosensitive drum 3K
(black), a photosensitive drum 3Y (yellow), a photosensitive
drum 3M (magenta), and a photosensitive drum 3C (cyan)
which correspond, respectively, to developer images of
respective colors (black, yellow, magenta and cyan). Each of
the photosensitive drums 3 has a scorotron-type charger 4, a
light emitting diode (LED) 5 and a developing roller 6 dis-
posed adjacent to the photosensitive drum 3. The developing
roller 6 is an example of a developer carrier.

The photosensitive drum 3 is charged uniformly on a sur-
face thereof by the scorotron-type charger 4 and is thereafter
exposed by the LED 5, whereby an electrostatic latent image
based on image data is formed on the surface of each photo-
sensitive drum 3. Each electrostatic latent image is visualized
by developer carried on the developing roller 6, and a devel-
oper image is formed on the surface of the photosensitive
drum 3.

Sheets P are accommodated within a sheet feeding cassette
7 within the body casing 2. The sheets P accommodated
within the sheet feeding cassette 7 are individually fed to a
conveyer belt 8 by various types of rollers.

The conveyer belt 8 is disposed between the respective
photosensitive drums 3K, 3Y, 3M and 3C and transfer rollers
9 which face corresponding photosensitive drums. The devel-
oper images formed on the respective surfaces of the photo-
sensitive drums 3 are transferred onto a sheet P which is being
conveyed by the conveyer belt 8 by transfer biases which are
applied to the respective transfer rollers 9 such that the images
of' the different colors are overlapped one on another sequen-
tially.

The sheet P on which the four types of developer images
have been transferred is then conveyed to a fixing part 10. The
developer images which have been transferred onto the sheet
P are thermally fixed at the fixing part 10. Thereafter, the sheet
P is discharged on to a sheet discharging tray by various types
of rollers.
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(Process Cartridge)

The image forming apparatus 1 includes four process car-
tridges 21 which correspond to the respective colors. Note
that in the following description, the four process cartridges
21 will be distinguished from one another according to their
respective colors as a process cartridge 21K (black), a process
cartridge 21Y (yellow), a process cartridge 21M (magenta)
and a process cartridge 21C (cyan).

Eachprocess cartridge 21 is removably mounted within the
body casing 2 in such a manner as to be disposed in parallel
along the front-back direction.

A top cover 50 is provided on an upper wall of the body
casing 2 in such a manner as to be opened or closed, and by
opening the top cover 50, the respective process cartridges 21
can be mounted into and removed from an interior of the body
casing 2.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the process cartridge as
viewed obliquely from a right front direction. FIG. 3 is a plan
view of the process cartridge (with an upper wall of a drum
cartridge removed). F1G. 4 is a right side view of the process
cartridge. FIG. 5 is a left side view of the process cartridge.

The process cartridge 21 includes, as shown in FIG. 2, a
drum cartridge 22 as an example of a photosensitive cartridge
which is removably mounted within the body casing 2 and a
developing cartridge 23 which is removably mounted to the
drum cartridge 22.

(1) Drum Cartridge

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the drum cartridge as viewed
obliquely from a right front direction. FIG. 8 is a perspective
view of the drum cartridge as viewed obliquely from a left top
direction.

As shown in FIG. 6, the drum cartridge 22 includes a drum
frame 24. The drum frame 24 includes a drum support part 25
and a developing cartridge accommodation part 26. The drum
support part 25 includes a pair of rear side walls 27 which are
disposed spaced apart from each other in a width direction in
such a manner as to confront each other and an upper wall 28
which is provided in such a manner as to extend between
upper end portions of the pair of rear side walls 27.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 6, the photosensitive drum 3 is
mounted between the pair of rear side walls 27 in such a
manner as to be supported rotatably on the pair of rear side
walls 27. In addition, the scorotron-type charger 4 is provided
along the upper wall 28.

In addition, a rear wall 29 is provided at a rear end portion
of the upper wall 28, and a cleaning roller 30 is supported
rotatably between the pair of rear side walls 27.

The developing cartridge accommodation part 26 includes
a pair of front side walls 31 which are disposed spaced apart
from each other in such a manner as to confront each other so
that the developing cartridge 23 can removably mounted in
place therein and a front wall 32 which is provided in such a
manner as to extend between front side portions of the front
side wall 31.

The pair of front side walls 31 is formed in such a manner
as to be continued from the pair of rear side walls 27. A rear
portion of each front side wall 31 is formed in such a manner
as to extend forwards from a lower side of a front end portion
of each rear side wall 27, and a front portion of the front side
wall 31 is formed in such a manner as to extend obliquely
upwards as the front side wall 31 extends forwards from a rear
portion thereof.

The front wall 32 is formed in such a manner as to be
inclined obliquely upwards along lower end portions of the
front portions of the pair of front side walls 31.
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As shown in FIG. 8, a guide portion 33 for guiding a collar
17 (which will be described later) is formed on the rear
portion of the right-hand front side wall 31 (one of the pair of
side walls 31).

The guide portion 33 is formed in such a manner that the
guide portion 33 is first inclined rearwards from an upper end
of the front side wall 31 as the guide portion 33 extends
downwards and then extends rearwards along the front-back
direction. As shown in FIG. 6, the portion of the guide portion
33 which is inclined rearwards is formed in such a manner
that the front side wall 31 swells outwards. As shown in FIG.
8, the portion of the front side wall 31 which extends rear-
wards along the front-back direction is formed as an opening
which penetrates the front side wall 31 in the width direction.

A right-hand insertion hole 34 which receives the collar 17
rotatably is formed in a rear end portion of the guide portion
33 insuch amanner as to be continued from the opening in the
guide portion 33.

In addition, a relay electrode 35 is provided below the
portion of the guide portion 33 which is inclined rearwards at
the rear portion of the right-hand front side wall 31.

Therelay electrode 35 is embedded in the front side wall 31
and includes an internal electrode 36 which is exposed to an
internal surface of the front side wall 31 and an external
electrode 37 (refer to FIG. 6) which is exposed to an external
surface of the front side wall 31. The internal electrode 36 has
a substantially rectangular shape which is elongated in the
front-back direction as viewed from the side. The external
electrode 37 is disposed further forwards than the internal
electrode 36 in the front-back direction as shown in FIG. 6
and has a substantially rectangular shape as viewed from the
side. By an intermediate portion between the internal elec-
trode 36 and the external electrode 37 being embedded in the
front side wall 31, the relay electrode 35 is fixed to the front
side wall 31. The relay electrode 35 may be screwed to the
front side wall 31. FIG. 7A shows the external electrode 37,
and FIG. 7B shows a schematic view of one example of the
relay electrode 35. The relay electrode 35 is electrically con-
ductive and may comprise a metal, for example.

In the relay electrode 35, the internal electrode 36 and the
external electrode 37 are disposed in different positions in the
front-back and up-down directions such that when the devel-
oping cartridge 23 is mounted to the developing cartridge
accommodation part 26, the internal electrode 36 is brought
into contact with a projecting portion 65 (which will be
described later) of a bias electrode 62 in the width direction.
When the process cartridge 21 is mounted to the body casing
2, the external electrode 37 is brought into contact with a body
side electrode 73 (which will be described later) as an
example of a feeding part in the width direction.

A guide hole 38 (see FIG. 6) for guiding a collar 17 (which
will be described later) is formed in a rear portion of the
left-hand front side wall 31 (the other front side wall 31).

Intheleft-hand front side wall 31, a front half portion of the
rear portion is made to swell outwards, and the guide hole 38
is formed in a rear half portion of the rear portion. Specifi-
cally, the guide hole 38 is formed in such a manner as to
extend rearwards from a stepped portion between the front
half portion and the rear half portion of the rear portion and
has a substantially [ shape as viewed from the tope. The guide
hole 38 is formed to have a width in the up-down direction
which permits the passage of the collar 17 (which will be
described later).

A left-hand insertion hole 39 which can receive the collar
17 rotatably is formed in a rear end portion of the guide hole
38 insuch a manner as to be continued from the guide hole 38.
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In addition, a coupling passage hole 40 which permits the
passage of a developing coupling 68 (which will be described
later) as an example of a drive output part which is provided
on the body casing 2 is formed in a front half portion of the
rear portion of left-hand front side wall 31 which lies further
forwards than the guide hole 38. The coupling passage hole
40 has a substantially circular shape as viewed from the side.
In addition, when projected in the width direction, the cou-
pling passage hole 40 is disposed in such a manner as to
overlap the internal electrode 36. In other words, the coupling
passage hole 40 is provided in the left-hand front side wall at
a position across from a position of the internal electrode 36
on the right-hand front side wall 31.

Pressing members 41 are provided on the front wall 32 for
pressing the developing cartridge 23 toward the photosensi-
tive drum 3. The pressing members 41 are provided in two
locations at a front end portion of the front wall 32 which are
symmetrically spaced apart from each other in the width
direction across a transverse center of the front wall 32. The
pressing members 41 are supported at the front end portion of
the front wall 32 in such a manner as to swing freely and are
pressed upwards by springs (not shown).

(2) Developing Cartridge

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the developing cartridge as
viewed obliquely from a right front direction. FIG. 10 is a
right side view of the developing cartridge. FIG. 11 is a left
side view of the developing cartridge. FIG. 12 is a vertical
sectional view of the developing cartridge. FIG. 13 is a bot-
tom view of the developing cartridge. FIG. 14 is a bottom
view of the developing cartridge which is in contact with the
relay electrode.

As shown in FIGS. 9 and 11, the developing cartridge 23
includes a housing 51 as an example of a frame. The housing
51 has a box shape which is opened on a rear side thereof. The
housing 51 includes side walls 52 (refer to FIGS. 9 and 10)
which are disposed spaced apart from each other in the width
direction in such a manner as to face each other, an upper wall
53 which is provided in such a manner as to extend between
upper ends of the side walls 52, a bottom wall 54 which is
provided in such a manner as to extend between lower ends of
the side walls 52 and a front wall 55 which is provided in such
amanner as to extend between front ends of the side walls 52.

In the housing 51, a front space thereof is partitioned as a
developer accommodation chamber 56 (see FIG. 12) as an
example of a developer accommodation chamber which
accommodates developer, and a rear space thereof is parti-
tioned as a developing chamber 57 in which the developing
roller 6 is provided.

A front portion of the bottom wall 54 which corresponds to
the developer accommodation chamber 56 has a substantially
circular arc shape which extends along a rotating locus of an
agitator 12 (which will be described later) and a rear portion
which corresponds to the developing chamber 57 has a sub-
stantially circular arc shape which extends along a rotating
locus of a supply roller 13 (which will be described later).

In addition, abulkhead 58 as an example of a reinforcement
member is formed between the front portion and the rear
portion of the bottom wall 54 in such a manner as to be
continued from the front and rear portions, respectively. The
bulkhead 58 projects upwards within the housing 51. The
bulkhead 58 is disposed spaced apart from the upper wall 53
and juts up towards the upper wall 53 and is disposed in such
a manner as to partition the interior of the housing 51 into the
developer accommodation chamber 56 and the developing
chamber 57.
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Developer is filled in the developer accommodation cham-
ber 56, and the agitator 12 is provided rotatably in a center in
the front-back and up-down direction.

The supply roller 13 as an example of a supply member and
a layer thickness restriction blade 14 are provided together
with the developing roller 6 in the developing chamber 57.

The developing roller 6 is disposed at a rear end portion of
the developing chamber 57 in such a manner as to be exposed
from the rear of the housing 51. The developing roller 6
includes a developing roller shaft 15 and a rubber roller 16,
the latter of which is an example of a developer carrying part
which is provided on the periphery of the developing roller
shaft 15. The rubber roller 16 is an example of a developer
carrying part and is provided on the periphery of the devel-
oping roller shaft 15.

Since the developing roller shaft 15 is supported rotatably
on the side walls 52, the developing roller 6 is supported
rotatably on the housing 51. The developing roller shaft 15
thus is disposed along the width direction as a first direction,
and the rubber roller 16 moves circumferentially round the
developing roller shaft 15 in the front-back direction which
intersects the width direction at right angles by the rotation of
the developing roller shaft 15 about an axial center.

In addition, as shown in FIGS. 9 and 1, end portions of the
developing roller shaft 15 project outwards in the width direc-
tion from the corresponding side walls 52, and a collar 17 is
placed over the projecting portions 59 (i.e., of the projecting
portions which project outwards in the width direction from
the corresponding side walls 52) in order to cover the project-
ing portions 59.

As shown in FIG. 12, the supply roller 13 is disposed in
such a manner as to be brought into contact with the devel-
oping roller 6 on a front side of the developing roller 6. The
supply roller 13 includes a supply roller shaft 18 and a sponge
roller 19 which is provided around the supply roller 18.

Since the supply roller shaft 18 is supported rotatably on
the side walls 52, the supply roller 13 is supported rotatably
on the housing 51. The supply roller shaft 18 thus is disposed
along the width direction, and the sponge roller 19 moves
circumferentially around the supply roller shaft 18 in the
front-back direction.

In addition, as shown in FIGS. 9 and 12, a right-hand end
portion of the supply roller shaft 18 projects outwards in the
width direction from the right-hand side wall 52, and a length
of the projecting portion 60 (i.e., of the projecting portion
which projects outwards in the width direction from the side
wall 52) is formed shorter than a length of the projecting
portion 59 of the developing roller shaft 15.

As shown in FIG. 12, a layer thickness restriction blade 14
is supported by the upper wall 53 at an upper end portion
thereof, and a press contact rubber 20 provided at a lower end
portion of the layer thickness restriction blade 14 is brought
into press contact with the developing roller 6 from the front
thereof.

In the developing cartridge 23, when forming an image,
developer filled in the developer accommodation chamber 56
is discharged into the developing chamber 57 by the rotation
of the agitator 12 and the developer so discharged is then
supplied to the developing roller 13. Thereafter, the developer
is supplied to the developing roller 6 by the rotation of the
supply roller 13. Then, the developer enters between the layer
thickness restriction blade 14 and the developing roller 6 as
the developing roller 6 rotates so as to be formed into a thin
layer of a predetermined thickness. By this action, the devel-
oper is carried on a surface of the developing roller 6 as a thin
layer.
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As shown in FIGS. 9 and 10, a conductive member 61 and
a bias electrode 62 are provided on the developing cartridge
23 on the right-hand side wall 52 (one of the side walls 52).

The conductive member 61 is formed from a conductive
material into a flat plate shape and is provided at a rear portion
on an external surface of the right-hand side wall 52 in such a
manner that the projecting portion 59 of the developing roller
shaft 15 and the projecting portion 60 of the supply roller
shaft 18 are passed slidably therethrough.

In addition, an electrode cover 63 which swells outwards
and which has a substantially L. shape as viewed from the side
is provided at a front end portion of the conductive member 61
in such a manner as to be inclined upwards to the front from
a rear lower side thereof. An opening 64 is formed in a lower
end portion of the electrode cover 63.

The bias electrode 62 is attached to the right-hand side wall
52 for support thereon and is covered with the electrode cover
63. The bias electrode 62 is made up of a leaf spring and
includes a projecting portion 65 which projects outwards in
the width direction from the opening 64 of the conductive
material.

As shown in FIG. 13, a length of the projecting portion 65
(i.e., of the projecting portion which projects outwards in the
width direction from the side wall 52) is made shorter than the
length of the projecting portion 59 of the developing roller
shaft 15 and is made longer than the length of the projecting
portion 60 of the supply roller shaft 18.

The bias electrode 62 is electrically connected to the pro-
jecting portion 59 of the developing roller shaft 15 and the
projecting portion 60 of the supply roller shaft 18 via the
conductive member 61, and as will be described in more
detail later. When a bias voltage is applied from the relay
electrode 35 to the bias electrode 62, the bias voltage so
applied is applied from the bias electrode 62 to the developing
roller shaft 15 and the supply roller shaft 18 via the conductive
member 61.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 11, in the developing car-
tridge 23, a gear mechanism part 66 and a gear cover 67 are
provided on the left-hand side wall 52 (i.e., in the other side
wall 52).

The gear mechanism part 66 includes an input gear 69 as a
drive receiving part which receives a driving force from the
developing coupling 68 (which will be described later) pro-
vided on the body casing 2, a developing roller gear (not
shown) for driving the developing roller shaft 15, a supply
roller gear (not shown) for driving the supply roller shaft 18
and an agitator gear (not shown) for driving the agitator.

The input gear 69 includes an internal toothed portion 70
on which the developing coupling 68 fits removably in the
width direction and an external toothed portion 71 which
meshes with other gears. In addition, when projected in the
width direction, the input gear 69 is disposed in such a manner
as to overlap the projecting portion 65 of the bias electrode 62
as is indicated by a chain line in FIG. 10. Furthermore, when
projected in the width direction, part of the bulkhead 58 is
disposed within a plane of projection where the input gear 69
and the projecting portion 65 of the bias electrode 62 overlap
each other when projected in the width direction, as shown in
FIG. 12.

In the gear mechanism part 66, the aforesaid gears are
made to mesh with each other via an idle gearwheel or the
like, so that a driving force from the developing coupling 68
is received by the input gear 69 so as to be transmitted from
the input gear 69 to the developing gear (not shown), the
supply roller gear (not shown) and the agitator gear (not
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shown). Thus, the developing roller 6, the supply roller 13 and
the agitator 12 are caused to rotate in the way described
above.

The gear cover 67 is attached to the right-hand side wall 52
in such a manner as to cover the gear mechanism part 66. An
input opening 72 is formed in the gear cover 67 for the input
gear 69 to be exposed therefrom, and the input gear 69 is made
to project outwards in the width direction from the input
opening 72.

(3) Mount of Developing Cartridge to Drum Cartridge

As shown in F1G. 2, the developing cartridge 23 is mounted
to the developing cartridge accommodation part 26 of the
drum cartridge 22.

In order for the developing cartridge 23 to be mounted to
the developing cartridge accommodation part 26, the left and
right collars 17 of the developing cartridge 23 shown in FIG.
9 are inserted, respectively, into the right-side guide portion
33 and the left-side guide hole 38 of the drum cartridge 22,
which are shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, so as to be guided as deep
as the right-side insertion hole 34 and the left-side insertion
hole 39.

As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, when the left and right collars
17 of the developing cartridge 23 are inserted as deep as the
right-side insertion hole 34 and the left-side insertion hole 39,
respectively, the developing cartridge 23 is accommodated in
the developing cartridge accommodation part 26 as shown in
FIG. 2.

When the developing cartridge 23 is accommodated in the
developing cartridge accommodation part 26, the developing
roller 6 is brought into contact with the photosensitive drum 3
in the rear of the developing cartridge accommodation part
26, as shown in FIG. 3. In the rear of the developing cartridge
23, a pressing member 41 of the drum cartridge 22 presses on
the front wall 55 of the developing cartridge 23. Thus, the
developing cartridge 23 is pressed toward the photosensitive
drum 3, whereby the developing roller 6 and the photosensi-
tive drum 3 are brought into press contact with each other.

In addition, when the developing cartridge 23 is accommo-
dated in the developing cartridge accommodation part 26, the
internal electrode 36 ofthe relay electrode 35 is brought into
contact with the projecting portion 65 of the bias electrode 62
from the outside in the width direction as shown in FIG. 14.
The projecting portion 65 is pressed further leftward (i.e., to
the other side in the width direction) than the internal elec-
trode 36. The projecting portion 65 is elastically compressed,
and the housing 51 is pressed leftward by a reaction force
generated by the projecting portion 65 so elastically com-
pressed.

As is depicted in a partially enlarged view shown in FIG. 3,
the left-hand collar 17 is brought into abutment with a periph-
eral portion of the guide hole 38 in the left-hand front side
wall 31, whereby the developing cartridge 23 is positioned in
the width direction relative to the drum cartridge 22.

In addition, when the developing cartridge 23 is accommo-
dated in the developing cartridge accommodation part 26, the
input gear 69 is, as shown in FIG. 5, disposed in such a
manner as to confront the coupling passage hole 40 in the
width direction. The input gear 69 is thus exposed to an
outside of the drum cartridge 22 through the coupling passage
hole 40.

(4) Mount of Process Cartridge to Body Casing

In addition, as shown in FIG. 1, the top cover 50 is opened
and the process cartridge 21 is mounted to the body casing 2.
Thereafter, when the top cover 50 is closed, the developing
coupling 68 which is provided on the body casing 2 moves
rightward as is indicated by chain double-dashed lines in F1G.
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14 in association with the closure of the top cover 50 and then
fits with the internal toothed portion 70 of the input gear 69.

Thus, a first pressure F1 under which the input gear 69 is
pressed rightward by the developing coupling 68 is set to be
smaller than a second pressure F2 under which the projecting
portion 65 of the bias electrode 62 is pressed leftward by the
abutment with the internal electrode 36.

When forming an image, the rotational driving force of the
developing coupling 68 is transmitted to the input gear 69,
whereby the developing roller 6, the supply roller 13 and the
agitator 12 are caused to rotate in the way described above.

In addition, when the top cover 50 is opened, the develop-
ing coupling 68, being interlocked with the opening of the top
cover 50, is withdrawn leftward to thereby be removed from
the internal toothed portion 70 of the input gear 69.

Additionally, when the process cartridge 21 is mounted to
the body casing 2, as is indicated by chain double-dashed
lines in FIGS. 2 and 14, the body side electrode 73 provided
on the body casing 2 is brought into contact with the external
electrode 37 of the relay electrode 35 from the outside in the
width direction.

The body side electrode 73 is connected to a high-voltage
power supply provided on the body casing 2, and when form-
ing an image, a bias voltage applied from the high-voltage
power supply is applied to the relay electrode 35 via the body
side electrode 73. When the bias voltage is applied to the relay
electrode 35, the bias voltage is then applied from the relay
electrode 35 to the bias electrode 62, and thereafter, as has
been described above, the bias voltage is applied to the devel-
oping roller shaft 15 and the supply roller shaft 18.

As has been described heretofore, in the process cartridge
21, the relay electrode 35 is provided on the drum cartridge
22. According thereto, when the developing cartridge 23 is
mounted to the drum cartridge 22, the projecting portion 65 of
the bias electrode 62 is brought into contact with the internal
electrode 36 of the relay electrode 35, while when the process
cartridge 21 is mounted to the body casing 2, the body side
electrode 73 is brought into contact with the external elec-
trode 37 of the relay electrode 35, whereby feeding is imple-
mented from the body side electrode 73 to the relay electrode
35 via the bias electrode 62.

In the relative arrangement between the bias electrode 62
of'the developing cartridge 23 and the body side electrode 73
of'the body casing 2, the bias electrode 62 and the body side
electrode 73 are disposed without considering a relationship
therebetween. However, even in the event that the relay elec-
trode 35 of the drum cartridge 22 is disposed in such a manner
as to be brought into contact with the bias electrode 62 and the
body side electrode 73, feeding can be implemented from the
body side electrode 73 to the bias electrode 62 via the relay
electrode 35.

Accordingly, a limitation imposed on the developing car-
tridge 23 with respect to the layout of the bias electrode 62
which is disposed therein can be avoided. Furthermore, a
limitation imposed on the body casing 2 with respect to the
layout of the body side electrode 73 which is disposed therein
can also be avoided. As a result, a limitation imposed on the
whole image forming apparatus with respect to the layout of
the components of the image forming apparatus can be
avoided.

In addition, since the bias electrode 62 can be disposed
freely, in the process cartridge 21, the bias electrode 62 and
the input gear 69 may be disposed in such a manner as to
overlap each other when they are projected in the width direc-
tion.
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Accordingly, the developing cartridge 23 can be positioned
with good balance in the width direction relative to the drum
cartridge 22.

In the process cartridge 21, the bias electrode 62 is pressed
leftward, that is, toward the input gear 69 by the contact with
the relay electrode 35. According thereto, even though the
input gear 69 receives the driving force from the developing
coupling 68, the developing cartridge 23 can be positioned
stably relative to the drum cartridge 22 by the pressure
applied to the bias electrode 62 by the relay electrode 35.
Furthermore, it is possible to feed from the relay electrode 35
to the bias electrode 62 stably. Moreover, the input gear 69
can more surely receive the driving force from the developing
coupling 68.

In the process cartridge 21, the first pressure F1 under
which the input gear 69 is pressed toward the bias electrode 62
by the developing coupling 68 is smaller than the second
pressure F2 under which the bias electrode 62 is pressed
toward the input gear 69 by the abutment with the relay
electrode 35. Thus, the movement of the developing cartridge
23 by the driving force received by the input gear 69 can be
suppressed.

Accordingly, the developing cartridge 23 can be positioned
relative to the drum cartridge 22 more stably. In addition, it is
possible to feed from the relay electrode 35 to the bias elec-
trode 62 stably. Moreover, the input gear 69 can surely receive
the driving force from the developing coupling 68.

The bulkhead 58 is provided along the width direction
within the plane of projection in which the bias electrode 62
and the input gear 69 overlap each other when they are pro-
jected in the width direction in the housing 51 of the devel-
oping cartridge 23. Accordingly, the rigidity in the width
direction within the plane of projection can be ensured.

Accordingly, the pressure exerted on the bias electrode 62
by therelay electrode 35 can surely be transmitted to the input
gear 69 in the width direction.

Consequently, the developing cartridge 23 can be posi-
tioned relative to the drum cartridge 22 much more stably. In
addition, it is possible to feed from the relay electrode 35 to
the bias electrode 62 in a more stable manner. Moreover, the
input gear 69 can receive the driving force from the develop-
ing coupling 68 in a more ensured manner.

Furthermore, since the bulkhead 58 which partitions the
interior of the developing cartridge 23 into the developer
accommodation chamber 56 and the developing chamber 57
doubles as the reinforcement member which ensures the
rigidity in the width direction within the plane of projection,
areduction in the number of components and a simplification
of the configuration of the developing cartridge 23 can be
realized.

Since the length of the projecting portion 59 of the devel-
oping roller 6 is made longer than the projecting portion 65 of
the bias electrode 35, when the developing cartridge 23 is
mounted to the developing cartridge accommodation part 26,
by the projecting portion 59 of the developing roller 6 being
covered with the collar 17, the developing cartridge 23 can be
more surely guided into the developing cartridge accommo-
dation part 26.

In addition, since the length of the projecting portion 65 of
the bias electrode 62 is made longer than the length of the
projecting portion 60 of the supply roller 13, when the devel-
oping cartridge 23 has been mounted to the developing car-
tridge accommodation part 26, the projecting portion 65 of
the bias electrode 62 can be brought into contact with the
internal electrode 36 of the relay electrode 35 in an ensured
manner.
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The bias electrode 62 is made up of the leaf spring material.
According thereto, by bringing the projecting portion 65 of
the bias electrode 62 into elastic contact with the internal
electrode 36 of the relay electrode 35, the bias electrode 62
can be made to be pressed leftward in an ensured manner by
the reaction force generated by the elastic contact of the
projecting portion 65 with the internal electrode 36.

In addition, in the event that the relay electrode 35 is made
up of aleaf spring material, when the developing cartridge 23
is mounted to or removed from the developing cartridge
accommodation part 26, since the bias electrode 62 is made
up of the leaf spring material, there is less opportunity for the
developing cartridge 23 to become caught on the relay elec-
trode 35 when the developing cartridge 23 is so mounted or
removed.

In addition, in the image forming apparatus 1, the limita-
tion imposed on the body casing 2 with respect to the layout
of'the body side electrode 73 which is disposed therein can be
mitigated. Accordingly, the limitation with respect to the
layout of components of the image forming apparatus can be
mitigated.

In addition, the developing cartridge 23 can be positioned
relative to the drum cartridge 22 far more stably, and further-
more, it is possible to feed from the relay electrode 35 to the
bias electrode 62 more stably. Moreover, the input gear 69 can
receive the driving force from the developing coupling 68 in
a more ensured manner. Accordingly, a stable image forma-
tion can be attained.

II. Modified Exemplary Embodiments

In the above-described exemplary embodiments, while the
direct tandem-type color printer which includes the four pho-
tosensitive drums has been illustrated as an example of an
image forming apparatus, the present inventive concept may
alternatively be applied to any electrophotographic printer
including intermediate transfer tandem-type color printers,
monochrome printers or the like.

In addition, in the above-described exemplary embodi-
ments, while the LED 5 is used to expose the photosensitive
drum 3, a laser scanner can also be used for exposure of the
photosensitive drum 3.

According to another aspect of the invention, in the process
cartridge, a first pressure under which the driving force
receiving part is pressed toward the first electrode by the
driving force output part is smaller than a second pressure
under which the first electrode is pressed toward the driving
force receiving part by the second electrode.

That is, since the first pressure under which the driving
force receiving part is pressed toward the bias electrode by the
driving force output part is smaller than the second pressure
under which the bias electrode is pressed toward the driving
force receiving part by abutment with the relay electrode, the
movement of the developing cartridge can be suppressed
which would otherwise be generated by the driving force
received by the driving force receiving part.

According thereto, the developing cartridge can be posi-
tioned further stably relative to the photosensitive cartridge.
Inaddition, it is possible to feed from the relay electrode to the
bias electrode stably. Moreover, the driving force receiving
part can more surely receive the driving force from the driving
force output part.

According to still another aspect of the invention, in the
process cartridge, the developing cartridge comprises a frame
that supports the first electrode, the frame comprising a rein-
forcement member that extends parallel to the axis of the
developer carrier such that the reinforcement member, the
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first electrode and the driving force receiving part overlap
each other when viewed from the side of the developing
cartridge.

That is, the reinforcement member which extends along the
first direction is provided on the frame within the plane of
projection where the bias electrode and the driving force
receiving part overlap each other when they are projected in
the first direction. According thereto, the rigidity in the first
direction within the plane of projection where the bias elec-
trode and the driving force receiving part overlap each other
when they are projected in the first direction can be ensured.
Thus, the pressure applied to the bias electrode by the relay
electrode can be transmitted to the driving force receiving
partin the first direction more surely. In addition, it is possible
to feed from the relay electrode to the bias electrode in a more
stable manner. Moreover, the driving force receiving part can
receive the driving force from the driving force output part in
a more ensured manner.

According to still another aspect of the invention, an inte-
rior of the frame is partitioned by the reinforcement member
into a developer accommodation chamber that accommo-
dates developer and a developing chamber.

According thereto, since the reinforcement member
doubles as the bulkhead, a reduction in the number of com-
ponents and simplification in configuration of the process
cartridge and the developing cartridge can be realized.

According to still another aspect of the invention, in the
process cartridge, a portion of the first electrode projects
outside the frame on the one side of the developer carrier, the
developing cartridge further comprises a supply member that
supplies developer to the developer accommodation cham-
ber, an end portion of the supply member projects outside of
the frame on the one side of the developer carrier, an end
portion of the developer carrier projects outside of the frame
on the one side of the developer carrier, a length of the end
portion of the developer carrier which projects outside of the
frame is longer than a length of the first electrode which
projects outside of the frame, and a length of the portion of the
first electrode which projects outside of the frame is longer
than the length of the end portion of the supply member which
projects outside of the frame.

According thereto, since the length of the portion of the
developer carrier which projects outside from the frame is
longer than that of the bias electrode, when the developing
cartridge is mounted to the photosensitive cartridge, the
developing cartridge can be guided on to the photosensitive
cartridge in a more ensured manner by the projecting portion
of the developer carrier.

In addition, since the length of the portion of the bias
electrode which projects outside from the frame is longer than
that of the supply member, the bias electrode can be brought
into contact with the relay electrode in an ensured manner
when the developing cartridge has been mounted to the pho-
tosensitive cartridge.

According to still another aspect of the invention, in the
process cartridge, the first electrode comprises a leaf spring
material.

That is, the bias electrode is made of a leaf spring material.
Accordingly, by bringing the bias electrode into elastic con-
tact with the relay electrode, the bias electrode can be made to
be pressed toward the driving force receiving part in the first
direction in a more ensured manner using a reaction force of
a pressure generated by the elastic contact of the bias elec-
trode with the relay electrode.

In addition, since the relay electrode is made of a leaf
spring, the developing cartridge is less likely to become
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caught on the relay electrode when the developing cartridge is
mounted to or removed from the relay electrode.

According to still another aspect of the invention, in the
developing cartridge, an interior of the frame is partitioned by
the reinforcement member into a developer accommodation
chamber that accommodates developer and a developing
chamber that accommodates the developer carrier.

That is, the bias electrode is made of a leaf spring material.
According thereto, by bringing the bias electrode into elastic
contact with the relay electrode, the bias electrode can be
made to be more surely pressed toward the driving force
receiving part in the first direction using a reaction force of'a
pressure generated by the elastic contact of the bias electrode
with the relay electrode.

While the present invention has been shown and described
with reference to certain exemplary embodiments thereof, it
will be understood by those skilled in the art that various
changes in form and details may be made therein without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined
by the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An image forming apparatus comprising:

a body casing;

a cartridge comprising:

a developing roller;

a first electrode; and

a housing having a wall which partitions a developer
accommodation chamber for accommodating devel-
oper and a developing chamber in which the develop-
ing roller is arranged; and

aframe configured to support the cartridge and being mov-

able with respect to the body casing, the frame compris-
ing a second electrode configured to electrically couple
to the first electrode, the second electrode overlapping
with the wall of the housing of the cartridge when
viewed from an axis direction of the developing roller in
a state where the cartridge is supported by the frame.

2. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the first electrode overlaps with the second electrode
and the wall when viewed from the axis direction in a state
where the cartridge is supported by the frame.

3. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the cartridge comprises a cover having an opening

for exposing an exposure portion of the first electrode
therefrom, and

wherein the exposure portion of the first electrode overlaps

with the wall when viewed from the axis direction of the
developing roller.

4. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the body casing comprises a body side electrode that
is configured to electrically couple to the second electrode.

5. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the first electrode has a plate shape.

6. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein one of the first electrode and the second electrode

comprises a metal plate, and

wherein the other one of the first electrode and the second

electrode comprises an elastic member.

7. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the housing has a box shape.
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8. A cartridge comprising:

a developing roller;

alayer thickness restriction blade which contacts the devel-
oping roller;

a housing comprising a wall which partitions a developer
accommodation chamber for accommodating developer
and a developing chamber in which the developing roller
and the layer thickness restriction blade are arranged;
and

a first electrode which overlaps with the wall when viewed
from an axis direction of the developing roller.

9. The cartridge according to claim 8,

wherein the cartridge comprises a cover having an opening
for exposing an exposure portion of the first electrode
therefrom, and

wherein the exposure portion of the first electrode overlaps
with the wall when viewed from the axis direction of the
developing roller.

10. The cartridge according to claim 8, wherein the first

electrode has a plate shape.

11. The cartridge according to claim 8, wherein the first
electrode is configured to electrically couple to the develop-
ing roller.

12. The cartridge according to claim 8,

wherein the cartridge is configured to be removably
mounted to a frame, the frame comprising a second
electrode that is configured to electrically couple to the
first electrode, and

wherein the second electrode overlaps with the wall when
viewed from the axis direction of the developing roller in
a state where the cartridge is mounted to the frame.

13. An image forming apparatus comprising:

a cartridge including:

a developing roller;

a layer thickness restriction blade which contacts the
developing roller;

a housing comprising a wall configured to partition a
developer accommodation chamber for accommodat-
ing developer and a developing chamber in which the
developing roller and the layer thickness restriction
blade are arranged; and

a first electrode which overlaps with the wall when
viewed from an axis direction of the developing roller,

a frame to which the cartridge is configured to be remov-
ably mounted, the frame comprising a second electrode
that is configured to electrically couple to the first elec-
trode, and

a body casing comprising a body side electrode that is
configured to electrically couple to the second electrode.

14. The image forming apparatus according to claim 13,

wherein the frame comprises a second electrode that is
configured to electrically couple to the first electrode,

wherein one of the first electrode and the second electrode
comprises a metal plate, and

wherein the other one of the first electrode and the second
electrode comprises an elastic member.

15. The image forming apparatus according to claim 13,

wherein the housing has a box shape.
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